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Registration Form
17th Annual NCNWR Conference, New Orleans
Please complete a separate form for each person registering.

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Title__________________________________________________________________________

Congregation __________________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________ State _______ Zip ___________________

Phone __________________________E-mail________________________________________

Web site ______________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact: Name _____________________________ Phone __________________

Special Needs
Vegetarian meals: o  Yes o  No Other ________________________________________

Tuesday Evening New Member Orientation
o Yes, I will be attending the New Member Orientation session

Thursday Afternoon Workshop (choice of one)
o Online Giving o Communicating in a Recovering Economy

Mardi Gras World and New Orleans School of Cooking (Wednesday)
Join us as we experience the folklore, flavors and joie de vivre of New Orleans! We’ll begin 
with a tour of Mardi Gras World, where we can peek behind the scenes of New Orleans’ 
legendary parades and walk among floats from this year’s events, as well as take in a brief 
history of the celebration. Then, we will move on to the New Orleans School of Cooking for 
an entertaining class in the basics of New Orleans cooking. We’ll stay for a three-course meal 
and the opportunity to browse their general store before returning to our hotel.

Evening Out: Yes! I will attend. My meal selection is (choose one): $60 __________

 o Chicken and Smoked Sausage Jambalaya
 o Shrimp Creole o No preference

Full Conference Fees for NCNWR Members
Member early registration received by June 30 $425 __________
Member registration received after June 30 $475 __________

Full Conference Fees for Non-Members
Non-member early registration received by June 30 $500 __________
Non-member registration received after June 30 $550 __________

Wednesday Only: “Empowering Life: One Person at a Time”
Includes morning presentation by Sister Helen Prejean and lunch only
Full Conference registration fee already includes this session $75 __________

 TOTAL Enclosed __________
 
Cancellations: All conference registrations include a $50 non-refundable fee. Cancellations 
prior to August 1 will receive a 50 percent refund (minus the $50 non-refundable fee). No 
refunds will be made for cancellations after August 1.

Hotel Reservations: The room rate at the JW Marriott for NCNWR conference registrants 
is $149 per night. This rate is good for 3 days prior to the conference and 3 days following. 
Reservations may be made online at www.ncnwr.org “Conference” or call 800-771-9067.

Mail completed form, with check made payable to NCNWR, to:

Susan Oxley, NCNWR Coordinator
525 Madison Street

Burlington WI 53105

National Communicators Network 
for Women Religious

JW Marriott
New Orleans, Louisiana

Schedule and Registration Form

NCNWR
17th Annual 
Conference

NEW ORLEANSNEW ORLEANS
September 27–30, 2011

Register online! www.ncnwr.org



Conference Schedule
Tuesday, September 27

4–6 p.m.   Registration
6 p.m.   New Member Orientation
7 p.m.   Welcome Reception

Wednesday, September 28
Exhibits on display

7:30–9 a.m.  Breakfast/Visit Exhibits
9–9:30 a.m.  Welcome/Opening Ritual
9:30–Noon  Empowering Life: 
  One Person at a Time
  Helen Prejean, CSJ
Noon–1:30 p.m. Lunch/Visit Exhibits
1:30–3:30 p.m. The Communicator: A Public Face and Voice
  of the Mission and Charism
  Judith Carey, RSM
3:30–4:30 p.m. Free Time/Visit Exhibits

Optional evening out at Mardi Gras World 
and New Orleans School of Cooking (pre-registration required) 

Thursday, September 29

7:30–9 a.m.  Breakfast by Regions
9–9:15 a.m.  Prayer and opening remarks
9:15–11 a.m.   CARA Study and Implications 
  for Communicators
  Paul Bednarczyk, CSC
11–11:30 a.m.  Break
11:30–1:15 p.m. Lunch
  NCNWR State of the Organization
  Member Recognition
  NCNWR 2012 Conference Announcement
1:15–2:30  Workshops
2:30–3 p.m.  Break  
3–4:15 p.m.  Balancing on the Fine Tightrope 
  of Copyright Law
  Elizabeth Townsend Gard

Evening On Your Own
  
Friday, September 30

7:30–9 a.m.  Breakfast/NCNWR Resource Fair
9–9:30 a.m.  NCNWR Business Meeting
  Closed session; individual and associate members only
9:30–10:30 a.m. Dreaming for the Future of NCNWR 
10:30–10:45 p.m. Break
10:45–11:45 a.m. Best Practices
  NCNWR peers showcase their best work
11:45–Noon  Closing Ritual
 For the latest conference information, visit 

www.ncnwr.org

General Sessions
Empowering Life: One Person at a Time
Helen Prejean, CSJ
Storytelling is a communicator’s way of life. Sister Helen Prejean, a 
masterful storyteller, will weave together her journey of being led where she 
needed to go—into the lives of death row inmates and their families. Sister 
Helen’s personal transformation has been documented in writing, in the 
movie “Dead Man Walking,” and in countless trips across the United States 
and abroad speaking against the death penalty. Her presentation may hold 
your feet to the fire and point you in the direction you need to go—so that 
your choice of media venue and words match the compelling message that 
only “you” can tell, to whomever will listen.

The Communicator: A Public Face and Voice of the Mission/Charism
Judith Carey, RSM
This interactive session will break open what it means to be a 
communicator for a religious community in today’s technologically 
sophisticated and constantly evolving social environment. Together, we will 
examine desired styles, characteristics, skills, etc. that highlight an effective 
communicator’s integration of mission/charism. Table discussion and open 
dialogue will provide for the sharing of the wisdom within the group.

CARA Study and Implications for Communicators
Paul Bednarczyk, CSC
Brother Paul will present an overview of the findings of the NRVC/CARA 
2009 Study on Recent Vocations to Religious Life, focusing on their 
implications for our work as communicators. He will share insights on 
how communicators can collaborate with vocation directors in light of the 
findings and best practices that involve communications. 

Balancing on the Fine Tightrope of Copyright Law
Elizabeth Townsend Gard
“In today’s non-profit environment, knowing the copyright and intellectual 
property law for use of your print and media material isn’t just a good 
practice, it’s the law!” Our presenter, an associate professor of law at Tulane 
University with a specialty in intellectual property law, will walk us through 
the complex and sometimes obscure world of copyright issues. Time will be 
available for questions. 

Workshops
Communicating in a Recovering Economy
Cheryn Robles, President, PRSA New Orleans Chapter
Cheryn Robles is an experienced public relations practitioner with 
specialized skills in community outreach and media relations. She will 
explore methods for communicating in a tough economic environment, and 
offer tools and tips for staying focused and “on message.”

Online Giving: Show Me The Money!
Bob Wesolowski, President and Founder, Caring Habits, Inc.
Between 2009 and 2010, online donations to nonprofits and charities rose 
by 34.5 percent (Blackbaud, Inc.). Statistics show that online donors give 
more frequently and in many cases, make larger donations. Find out how to 
be successful at online giving for your congregation (Hint: There’s more to 
it than a Donate Now button), learn how to create compelling content, and 
hear some of the Best Practices in online giving. This is a must-attend for 
any congregation trying to raise funds to advance its mission.

About the Presenters
Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ has been instrumental in sparking 
national dialogue on the death penalty and helping to shape 
the Catholic Church’s newly vigorous opposition to state 
executions. She travels around the world giving talks about 
her ministry. Sister Helen is a member of the Congregation 
of St. Joseph. She spent her first years with the sisters 
teaching religion to junior high school students. From 1984 

to 1986, she moved into the St. Thomas Housing Project in New Orleans 
and began working at Hope House. During this time, she was asked to 
correspond with a death row inmate, Patrick Sonnier, at Angola. She agreed 
and became his spiritual adviser. After witnessing his execution, she wrote 
a book about the experience. The result was “Dead Man Walking: An 
Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United States.” It became a 
movie, an opera and a play for high schools and colleges. Since 1984, Sister 
Helen has divided her time between educating citizens about the death 
penalty and counseling individual death row prisoners. www.prejean.org

Judith Carey, RSM, Ph.D., is currently the vice president 
of mission integration at Saint Francis Hospital and Medical 
Center in Hartford, Connecticut. She previously served 
as an organizational consultant. Prior to that, she was the 
president of the Connecticut Regional Community of the 
Sisters of Mercy, in West Hartford. She was also vice president 
and director of corporate ministry for the Sisters of Mercy. 

At Saint Joseph College in West Hartford, Sister Judy has served as 
director of the Gengras Center, as associate professor and as chairperson 
of the Special Education Department. Sister Judy facilitated the Catholic 
Health Association Collaborative Think Tank on Sponsorship of Catholic 
Ministries and the annual Catholic Health Association Physicians’ Forum.
 

Brother Paul Bednarczyk, CSC is executive director of the 
National Religious Vocation Conference. He spearheaded the 
2009 NRVC/CARA Study on Recent Vocations to Religious 
Life that will serve as the benchmark for future studies on 
Catholic religious vocations in the 21st century. Brother Paul 
has published extensively on vocation ministry and has been 
invited to give workshops in North America, Australia, New 

Zealand, and Europe. www.nrvc.net 

Elizabeth Townsend Gard is an associate professor at Tulane 
University Law School, where she specializes in intellectual 
property law. She holds a Ph.D. in European history from 
the University of California, Los Angeles, and a J.D/LL.M. 
from the University of Arizona. Elizabeth went to law 
school because she encountered copyright questions while 
completing her dissertation, and has since focused her work 

on issues affecting non-commerical creators and users of cultural works. 
She is the co-inventor of the Durationator®, a soon-to-be-released software 
tool that will help determine the copyright status of any work, and will help 
determine when someone can use a work without asking permission. 

Service Projects
We’re taking time 
to help others in 

New Orleans! Learn 
more about how you 

can participate at 
www.ncnwr.org


